
 

 

  

 

December 22, 2019 – Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

MASS INTENTIONS  

Samantha Motta 
FLOWERS 

Samantha Motta by Frank, Tracy & Mark Motta 
 

Changes to your address, 
email or phone # please call 
Geri at the Church Office at 
252-249-3687 or email: 
stpeteronc@embarqmail.com 

 

The day Joseph learned of Mary's pregnancy had to be the worst day of his life. 

Was he furious? Betrayed? Depressed? Desperate? Shamed? Devastated? 

     Matthew tells us that Joseph was a just man, a person of the impeccable faith 

and integrity that leads to profound love of God and neighbor. So, rather than 

unleash all his justifiable emotions, he tried to discern God's will. Joseph looked 

to the tried and true of his tradition. He consulted the Scriptures. He spoke with 

the God who had accompanied his people through thick and thin, through 

blessing and sin. 

     What was he to do? We can almost hear him praying Psalm 16: "Keep me 

safe, O God, in you I take refuge. … I bless the Lord who counsels me, even at 

night my heart exhorts me. … You will show me the path to life."  
     The angel calls him son of David. Something new begins to dawn on him: 

He's not called to rely on Moses nor to be a prophet, but a son of David. God 

had promised David, "I will raise up your offspring after you. … I will establish 

his throne forever." Whereas the people were the subject in Moses' commands, 

"Thou shalt"; God was the protagonist in the promise to David. 

     Joseph's dilemma was whether to rely on Moses and the commandments or 

the word of an angel in a dream. It was a risky decision. If he condoned, 

smoothed over, or hid adultery, he became as guilty as the perpetrator. The safe 

path would have been the merciful application of the law. 

     Joseph challenges us to live lives of profound discernment. He was one of 

the first to experience the paschal mystery, in which what seemed to be the 

worst day of his life was actually a day of unimaginable grace. 

     Joseph faced his decision, the stakes were immensely high. Matthew's story 

tells us how God gambled on Joseph. Luke's Nativity reveals how God gambled 

on Mary. In reality, God gambles on all of us. In return, our faith is a gamble 

that God's love will lead us in times of confusion and doubt. 

     If Joseph were to visit us today, he might counsel us to worry less and pray 

more. He might even give us a pre-Christmas gift of Thomas Merton's prayer 

for doubters. The key phrases of that prayer are "My Lord God, I have no idea 

where I am going. … But I believe that the desire to please you does in fact 

please you. … I hope that I will never do anything apart from that desire. … I 

will not fear, for you are ever with me." 

     Even in confusion, that's an act of faith in Emmanuel. 
                                                                      Mary M. McGlone is a Sister of St. Joseph 

Readings for December 22 

Isaiah 7:10-14 

Psalm 24 

Romans 1:1-7 

Matthew 1:18-24 

 

WELCOME! Our parish is a living entity where God interacts with His people. We welcome you to 

register with Saint Peter the Fisherman Catholic Church, where you will find warmth and hospitality 

in a spiritually nourishing environment. As a registered parishioner, you will be kept abreast of 

current information, opportunities and receive a free monthly subscription to NC Catholic, the 

Diocese of Raleigh magazine. Registration forms can be found on the table in the lobby. If you have 

any questions, please call the church office (252-249-3687) during office hours.  If you are visiting us 

today, please introduce yourself after Mass! 

MASS CARDS 

Mass Cards are available in 

the Church vestibule on the 

literature rack and the 

Church Office. Please follow 

the instructions found with 

the cards. 



                      Prayer Requests 
 

                       Please keep all of the men 
                       and women in the armed  
                       forces and our allies who  
work daily to keep us free and for those  
who have returned either broken of mind 
or body in your weekly prayers.  
 

 PRAYERS FOR THE SICK 

Please keep the following parishioners,  
relatives and friends in your prayers  
throughout this week. 
 

Paul Banks   
Bette Brown  
Mary Cancel  
Sheila Flaherty  
Dru Foster 
Susan Fromm  
Karen Halloway  
Dot & Peter 
   Hagerman  
Elizabeth Hebert 
Juan Hisada 
Tony Innocenti  
Jason LeBrun  
Harry Levin 
 

John Moran 
Donna Mannion 
Richard Mastriano 
Larry Richardson 
George Pawlikowski     
Peggy Richards      
Pamela & Robert  
    Ross 
Tony Scozzafava 
Michael Sharkey   
Shirley Staab  
Sigrid & Jack Walker 
Nicholas Ward   
Georgia Mae Webb 
Lorraine Weeks 

Prayer list. If you wish to have your 

name or the name of a family member 

added to the list, please e-mail or call 

249-3687,  

Geri in the parish office. Names 

removed from the bulletin list, it will be 

placed on the prayer list located in the 

Chapel. 

Altar Flowers 
We invite you to donate flower 
arrangements in memory of a 
loved one, to celebrate a birthday, 
anniversary, baptism, or any 
special occasion or church feast. 
Donations and the occasion will be 
noted in the bulletin and posted in 
lobby. Contact the office 249-
3687. 

Offertory Collections  
Last Sunday 

Regular collection. $1,175. 
Pointsettias  $180 

Low Gluten Hosts  

are available. 
Please let an usher or the sacristan 
know before mass. 

Sunday Rosary 
At 9:55 before Mass in the chapel 

Come join us, everyone is welcome. 

PRAYER FELLOWSHIP  

Follows Sunday Mass. Join 
in for a few minutes of 
group prayer for those 

needing God’s intersession.  

 

Parish Council Elections this Week 
The following parishioners are 

nominated for membership on the 
Parish Council: 

 

Joan Arnette 
John Bischoff 
Tim  Drake 

Carol Glorioso 

Advent is a journey within 
our own hearts to fill in 
the gaps and level the 
barriers that prevent God’s 
mercy from transforming 
us. Our “repentance” is to 
replace fear with love so 
the servant within us can 
come to the fore, ready to 
welcome others. The 
Christmas story is filled 
with moments when 
compassion opens the way 
for God’s coming. We 
become the inn where a 
weary family finds refuge. 
We side with the angels 
and shepherds in 
welcoming the child, the 
vulnerable, weak, and 
anxious. We quiet our 
competitive spirit and slow 
the pace of our own wants 
and needs to listen, share 
and serve.  We become 
precursors of the coming 
of God into the world by 
letting divine mercy flow 
through us to others.  We 
are road builders who 

smooth the way for love. 

Confessions are heard in the 
chapel the 4th Sunday of each 
month, after Mass at 11:45 

Church Office Hours THIS WEEK: 

 
Church office will be closed Christmas 
Week, December 23rd through 27th. 
 

Wishing all a Very Merry Christmas. 

THERE IS A NEED FOR 

Sacristans (prepare the alter 
before Mass), Ushers and 
Alter Servers.  
Please call Carol Glorioso 
at 252-249-2404 

Sue DeCarlo, with her guitar, and myself 
will be playing music before mass 
starting around 10:20.  Please join us in 
the sanctuary to listen and prepare for 
mass. 
 
On Tuesday December 24, Sue DeCarlo 
and myself will be singing Christmas 
Music before Mass starting at 4:45.  
 
 Please join us.          Lynn Speas 

Those remembered/honored 

with a poinsettia 

         Bill LaRue         George Abe 
      Street Family        Gertrude Hill 
    Dorothy Moen        O’Neill Family 
   Cyndy Paessler        Dick & Ann Fry 
   Johnson Family       Kochuba Family 
  Charles Johnson       William M. Speas 
Ronald Breitfeller      Gram, Michael, Ray 
              Gene & Jeremy Stilley 
              William & Nana Klotz 
             Dan, Joan, Steve Dillon 
             Michne/Dupont Families 
            Caroline & Brooks Amato 
            Jim & Rosemary Gallagher 
           Jurkiewicz/Drexler Families 
           Boudreault/Dobson Families 
         Edward & Mary Alice Harmon 
         Deceased siblings Kress Family 
        Tina, Fitz, Lydia. Carroll Clifton 
        Grodeski/Mason/Brown Families 

Many Thanks to all our 

Poinsettia Patrons 
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